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OPEN> BOUTIQUE

“The new women's clothing store Tibi in SoHo occupies a space typical
of the neighborhood: a very long, not-too-wide space with a high
ceiling and cast iron columns. Tibi, however, doesn’t look much
like its neighbors, because of two massive green-and-black canopies
suspended from the ceiling. Starting with an arch-like form at the
front entrance, the canopies fold in, over, and down, creating darker,
more sheltered spaces within the bright loft room. “We wanted to
create a forced perspective, because otherwise the shop s incredibly
long,” explained Antonio Saracino, who, with Steve Blatz, makes up
the firm archLAB. The two forms actually create four distinct zones
within the boutique, because the more straightforward white spaces
between them have a different scale altogether. The architects wanted
10 usea floral pattern because Tibi's owner began as a textile designer
and is known for her extravagant prints. “We chose black and green
because they are her signature colors;”said Blatz, “but what's amazing
is that she gave us total freedom to design the pattern ourselves.”
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